The National Center for Health Services
Research and Development of HEW’s Health
Services and Mental Health Administration
has awarded $1,113,000 for a group of seven
grants and contracts for family nurse practi-
tioners (PRIMEX).

PRIMEX is a series of specially designed
experimental projects in which the role of the
nurse is expanded to provide health services
in a variety of community settings. Closely
cooperating with physicians and other health
professionals, these nurses assess health prob-
lems, perform selected diagnostic and thera-
peutic procedures, treat minor illnesses using
mutually agreed protocols developed by the
physician and nurse, promote health and pre-
vent illness through counseling, and supervise
the health care of persons of all ages, includ-
ing the elderly who require long-term care.

It is anticipated that the PRIMEX nurse
will extend the capabilities of the physician
by freeing him to provide those therapeutic
services that are commensurate with his skill
and preparation. This will also expand the
capabilities of the nurse practitioner by
broadening her sphere of nursing practice
and making her better prepared to meet rising
nationwide health expectations.

Newly funded programs are the Frontier
Services of Wendover, Ky., Indiana Univer-
sity Foundation Regenstrief Institute for
Health Care, Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity, University of California at Los Angeles,
and Vanderbilt University. Schools receiving
funds for the second year are Cornell Univer-
sity-New York Hospital School of Nursing
and the University of North Carolina.

Cover—Experiments to eradicate ma-
laria in El Salvador are being con-
ducted by the Central America Ma-
laria Research Station, a part of the
Center for Disease Control. Article
about the station’s current activities
begins on page 697.
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